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International Application No. 



PCT/GB 03A)1434 



1. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office In response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 

Description, Pages 

1-15 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-27 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/2,2/2 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise Indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andybr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB 03/31 434 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-27 



1-27 



1-27 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: WO0079436 

D2: US2002/0038308, 

2. The closest prior art is document D1 , which discloses a meta search engine with query expansion 
based on a knowledge base and on user profile information, specifically using older user queries. The 
system in D1 further issues a set of possibly different search statements to different search engines. 

The search engine from D1 Is a database in the sense of the application, as it includes data and can 
accept search statements (pag. 16, lines 15-22). The knowledge base of D1 (page 6, lines 4-11) is a 
search database used to provide groups of related search terms. 

3. The invention as claimed in claims 1 and 23, differs from D1 in that the claims propose to use a 
search database in which "each term is present within one or more of the information databases" and, 
furthermore, it relies on a meta-index ("data repository") which references all the records In all the 
databases. The Invention uses this meta-lndex to answer locally to the requests, rather than possibly 
forwarding different requests to the several databases. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new, Art. 33(2) PCT. 

4. The problem to be solved by the new features Is therefore how to improve the recall rate of the 
user query, 

D1 does not propose this solution to the noted problem, either alone or In combination with any prior 
knowledge. D1 merely relies on a standard knowledge base, a common approach, augmented with a 
history of user requests. The fact that D1 does not maintain Its own meta-index also steers the person 
skilled in the art from the use of related terms in the remote databases. 

Although the prior art document D2, US2002/0038308, shows a system in which a global database 
dictionary is used to identify related fields named differently in different databases, it does not allow or 
suggest the possibility to establish relations (groups of terms) between the specific data in the fields. 

Thus, the subject-matter of claim 1 also involves an inventive step. Art. 33(3) PCT. 

5. Independent claims 21 and 23 correspond to claim 1 with categories of Computer Program and a 
System and therefore also meet the requirements of Art. 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

6. Claims 2-20, 22, 24-27 are dependent on claims 1 , 21 and 23 and therefore also meet the 
requirements of Art. 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 
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